MERCY
“I will kneel in the dust
at the foot of the cross,
where mercy paid for me.
Where the wrath I deserve,
it is gone, it has passed.
Your blood has hidden me.
Mercy, mercy,

Rabbi
Jesus,
we want
to see!
please help us see the cross
afresh,
that we
may
follow
in your
way
again.
Amen.

as endless as the sea.
I'll sing Your hallelujah
for all eternity.
We will lift up the cup
and the bread we will break,
remembering Your love.
We were fallen from grace,
but You took on our shame
and nailed it to a cross.”
[Matt Redman]

WATCHING
FROM A
DISTANCE
Anticipating
the cross in
Mark’s gospel

NOTES

Mark 10
35

Then James and John, the sons of
Zebedee, came over and spoke to him.
“Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do us
a favour.”
36
“What is your request?” he asked.
37
They replied, “When you sit on your
glorious throne, we want to sit in places of
honour next to you, one on your right and
the other on your left.”
38

Intro: seeing the cross afresh

1. The cup

2. The baptism

But Jesus said to them, “You don’t know
what you are asking! Are you able to drink
from the bitter cup of suffering I am about
to drink? Are you able to be baptized with
the baptism of suffering I must be baptized
with?”
39
“Oh yes,” they replied, “we are able!”
Then Jesus told them, “You will indeed
drink from my bitter cup and be baptized
with my baptism of suffering. 40 But I have
no right to say who will sit on my right or my
left. God has prepared those places for the
ones he has chosen.”
41

Interlude: a cross
-shaped people

3. The ransom

Outro: seeing the cross afresh

When the ten other disciples heard what
James and John had asked, they were
indignant. 42 So Jesus called them together
and said, “You know that the rulers in this
world lord it over their people, and officials
flaunt their authority over those under
them. 43 But among you it will be different.
Whoever wants to be a leader among you
must be your servant, 44 and whoever
wants to be first among you must be the
slave of everyone else. 45 For even the Son
of Man came not to be served but to serve
others and to give his life as a ransom for
many.”

